
CHARACTERSTICS OF GOOD  RESEARCH 

Good research is characterized by several key attributes that contribute to the quality, 
reliability, and credibility of the study. Here are some essential characteristics of good 
research: 

1. Clear Purpose: 
 The research should have a well-defined and clearly stated purpose or objective. 

The goals of the study should guide the research process. 
2. Relevance: 

 The research should address a significant problem or question that is relevant to 
the field of study. It should contribute meaningfully to existing knowledge. 

3. Logical Design: 
 The research design, including the methodology and data collection methods, 

should be logically structured and appropriate for the research objectives. 
4. Transparency: 

 All aspects of the research process, including the methodology, data collection, 
and analysis, should be transparent and well-documented. This facilitates 
replication and scrutiny by others. 

5. Systematic and Rigorous: 
 Good research follows a systematic and rigorous approach. The methods used 

should be carefully chosen, and the study should be conducted with attention to 
detail. 

6. Validity: 
 The research should accurately measure or describe what it intends to. Internal 

validity ensures that the study accurately represents relationships between 
variables, while external validity concerns the generalizability of findings beyond 
the study context. 

7. Reliability: 
 The study's findings should be consistent and replicable under similar conditions. 

Reliability ensures that the research produces consistent results when repeated. 
8. Ethical Conduct: 

 Research should be conducted ethically, ensuring the well-being and rights of 
participants. Ethical guidelines, including obtaining informed consent and 
protecting confidentiality, should be followed. 

9. Empirical Basis: 
 Good research is grounded in empirical evidence. It relies on observable and 

measurable data, avoiding unfounded assumptions or conjectures. 
10. Appropriate Sampling: 



 The sample chosen for the study should be representative of the population of 
interest. Sampling methods should be appropriate and clearly justified. 

11. Sound Analysis: 
 Data analysis should be conducted using appropriate statistical or qualitative 

methods. The analysis should be sound, relevant to the research questions, and 
effectively communicate the findings. 

12. Contribution to Knowledge: 
 Good research adds value to the existing body of knowledge. It may challenge 

existing theories, provide new insights, or offer practical applications. 
13. Clarity in Reporting: 

 The research findings should be communicated clearly and concisely in a well-
organized research report. Proper citation of sources and acknowledgment of 
limitations are essential. 

14. Peer Review: 
 Publication in peer-reviewed journals adds credibility to the research. Peer review 

involves evaluation by experts in the field before publication. 
15. Openness to Revision: 

 Researchers should be open to revising their hypotheses, methods, or 
interpretations based on new evidence or feedback from the scientific 
community. 

By embodying these characteristics, researchers enhance the quality and trustworthiness 
of their work, contributing to the advancement of knowledge in their respective fields 
 

 

 

 


